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January 15, 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

I hope the New Year brings all of you much happiness and excellent health. As we have experienced this 

year, our instructional model can change rather quickly due to positive cases or the number of individuals 

who need to quarantine. Positive COVID-19 cases can have an impact on a class, grade level, building or 

the entire district. We will continue to carefully monitor the situation and make any necessary adjustments 

accordingly throughout the school year to our schedule. We are looking forward to the return of our 

students for in-person learning. As you know, our plan to return to in-person instruction is on Tuesday, 

January 19th.  

 

Students will return to in-person instruction beginning Tuesday, January 19th as follows:  

 

 Tuesday, January 19th Cohort 2 (M-Z) will attend in-person. 

 Wednesday, January 20th Cohort 1 (A-L) will attend in-person. 

 

All of us must continue to follow all the safety precautions that have been implemented since the 

beginning of the school year. We know according to information from the CDC and DOH that hand 

washing, social distancing and face coverings have been critical to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Our schools are safe due to all of the measures and protocols that have been established. With that being 

said, we must all do what we can by following the recommendations both in and out of school to stop any 

potential spread of the virus. 

 

Research has shown that face coverings and physical distancing are two of the most effective ways to 

minimize viral spread. Best practice is to wear a face covering and physically distance as often as 

possible. The NYS Department of Health and Centers for Disease Control (CDC) strongly encourage the 

use of face coverings.  The CDC states: “Social distancing should be practiced in combination with 

other everyday preventive actions to reduce the spread of COVID-19, including wearing masks, avoiding 

touching your face with unwashed hands, and frequently washing your hands with soap and water for at 

least 20 seconds.” Students and staff shall maximize the use of their face coverings even when physical 

distancing is possible.  Staff are aware that there is some flexibility to allow for mask breaks as they deem 

appropriate and when it is safe to do so. Wearing of face coverings will help keep our schools open and 

assist us in limiting the number of individuals who would need to quarantine.  

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html


Daily health screenings are an essential component of our plan.  When students are attending in-person, 

please remember to complete the daily screening questionnaire for your child in ParentSquare. If your 

child is not feeling well, please keep them home. If your child tests positive for COVID-19 or needs to be 

quarantined, please contact the building nurse with this information. All of us must do our part and follow 

the recommendations to help stop the spread of the virus. Remaining vigilant in all of our efforts is 

extremely important to that effort. 

 

I would like to thank all of you who have returned the COVID consent to test forms should we be 

required to test our students and staff. If you have not done so, please consider returning the consent form 

to help prevent testing from being an obstacle that requires us to close. The letter mailed home in 

December and posted on ParentSquare explains all the details in regards to testing. As of today, we are 

not designated in a colored zone so testing would not occur until the school is in a designated colored 

zone. If any of this information is changed by the state, I will keep you updated.  

 

Thank you for your patience, understanding and continued support. Be safe and stay well.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edward S. Niznik 

Superintendent of Schools 


